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FOREWORD 

la recent years , Burma's potential as a trouble spot in Southeast Asia has in* 
creased. Farther economic and political deterioration coupled with continued insur- 
gency in the Kaehin and Shan states bordering on Co mmu nist China could create as 
unstable flank on the Southeast Asian peninsula . Because of its geographical location 
and its valuable natural resources, control of Burma by China would threaten not only 
the security of Thailand and Laos but of India as well. Military and transportation 
facilities along the China/iurma border, therefore, are important aspects of Chinese 
Communist capabilities with respect to all of Southeast Asia. 
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COKSSraKSEiOH OP SOLITARY ISBTALLATIOHS AHD TRANSPORTATION FAC ILITIES UJ THE 
CHIHA-BUHMA BOREEE AREA, 1962-65# 


SUMMARY ABB CONCLUSIONS 

Witli the exception of the reconstruction and expansion of the airfield at 
Pei-t'un, located west of K’un-ming in Human Province (China), there has been no 
significant military construction on either side of the China /Burma border since 
1962.#* In western Human, a limited number of nev storage and barracks facilities 
have been added to existing installations and airfields, roads and bridges have been 
improved or maintained. Even the construction of the large bridge over the Jfckong 
River at Ch'#-li, which was completed early in 1965, did not appear to have high 
priority. In Burma, except for repair of roads and airfields, construction has been 
confined to the Eastern Shan State, an area adjacent to the Chlna/Laos/Thailand borders, 
ehere there has been a limited attempt to Improve airfields and roads and enlarge 
barracks/aupport areas. 

Prior to 1962 Communist China already had completed a relatively extensive corn- 

j 

plex of military installations, storage facilities and a road system within a 150 mile 
strip parallel to the border in western Human.*#* Construction in this area was 
limited to that intended for military use as there is no evidence of extensive indus- 
trial or minin g development. The permanent Chinese installations along the Burma j 

i 

1 

_ | 

* The estimates and conclusions in this publication represent the best judgment of I 

this Office as of 1965* j 

** ** tena boriter area a® ia this publication refers to strip of territory 
about 150 air -miles wide adjacent to the border both in Human Province (China) 
and la Burma . 

*** See the Map, Figure /J , inside back cover. 
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border can accommodate at least twelve full-strength luffentry divisions (about 
138,000-144,000 troops). The major installations In western Yunnan and the roads 
servicing them were started la the early 1950's and completed by 1957-58. since that 
time, construction has consisted of expanding existing facilities, adding «««n in- 
stallations and extending and improving the road network. 


During the period 1950-65, Burma has suffered from chronic insurgency that has 
seriously effected economic progress, political unity, military defense and all other 
aspects of its national life. As a result, in the unstable Kaehin and Shan border 
states construction of military installations, roads and airfields and even the main- 
tenance of existing facilities has been sparse. Since 1962 Burma has attempted to in- 
crease its small military support establishment in the Eastern Shan State and improve 
transport facilities in the Kaehin and northern Shan states. Although there have been 
numerous reports that the Chinese Communists are involved in this construction effort. 


it is believed that the Government of Burma is solely responsible and that Burmese 


anay unite, local ethnic people# and, probably, ease Chinese refugees make up the labor 

■ 'i '' \ 

force. Under the economic agreement of 1961 Chinese Communists are working in Burma, 


however, where they are participating presently in the construction of a suspension 


bridge over the Salween River at Kunlong. 
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I* Military Installations 

Since 1962 construction of military installations in both the Chinese province 
of Yunnan and Burma has consisted primarily of an expansion of existing facilities . 
Except for the construction of additional outposts* usually consisting of 1 com- 
plexes of less than a dozen buil ding s, there is no indication that any new major in- 
stallations have been constructed or are under construction presently within the bor- 
der area. 


A. CpnannrH gt Ch ina 

Along the China/Burma border In western Yunnan, construction of additional 
facilities, mainly barracks/storage types of buildings, was underway during 1962-65 


at several military installations . In comparison to similar activity in Burma, con- 
struction was more extensive, but in itself has not added substantially to the mili- 
tary support potential already in existence. Construction of the military complex in 

Jj 

western Xhnnan was started about 1953 and reached its present extent by 1957-58. Sew 
construction was concentrated mostly along the Ifen-ta and K’un-lo roads while existing 
installations, built during World War II along the Burma Hoad, were reconstructed and 
expanded. After 1957-56 limited construction continued at some of the larger installa- 
tions and small installation for border defense unite were built. Because there is no 
evidence of extensive industrial or mining developments in western Yunnan, nearly all 
of the construction and improvement carried out during the past decade, including 
water conservation projects, must be assumed to have been intended for military use. 

Ihe construction of 12 division-size installations alone amounted to approximately 
' 5f6,000 square meters (6,200,000 square feet) at an estimated cost of nearly 70 »■< i t ± o n 
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yuan (IB $28 million). 

Permanent installations that can accommodate full -strength infantry divi- 
sions, regiments end battalions** have been constructed at more than 45 locations vi th- 
in the western border area of Yunnan- With the exception of small border posts, most 
of these installations are concentrated south of the 26th parallel. Of the total in- 
stallations about 2? percent are of division size, 17 percent of regiment size and a 
minor four percent are rest -refuel -supply stations that are located at convenient in- 
tervals along roads where s»XX units are deployed. The remaining 52 percent of the 
total number of installations are of battalion size and smaller, the great majority 
of which would acccsmaodate about 300 troops,*** These battalions and smaller sized in- 
stallations are scattered along and closest to the border. All of these installations 
are served by motorable roads or connected by trails to not too distant road terminals. 

Even though installations with a barracks/support area capable of aceoamo- 
dating at least twelve full-strength infantry divisions exist in western Yunnan, there 
is no evidence to suggest that they are manned at full -strength. Elements of probably 


* For a discussion of this cost estimate see Appendix A. 

** The sizes of these installations are based on the estimated numerical strengths 
of the Table of Organization of the Peoples liberation Army (HA) land forces. 
The present estimate© for full-strength conventional HA Infantry units are as 
follows: a division, 11,500-12,000; a regiment, 2 # 500-3#000; a battalion 
500-750, In Yunnan, however, there are, in addition to conventional forces, 
several border defense regiments that are somewhat smaller in size that are 
deployed along the border. 

*** For examples of the sizes of installations see Figures 1 thru 4. 
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only three infantry divisions have been deployed in this area for some years: the 
39 th (13th Army), 4oth and 41st (l4th Array) with headquarters at Ssu-mao,* Lfn-ts'ang 
(Mlen-nlng) and Pao-shan, respectively. / 

X> . Bu.ma 

Construction of military installations In the border area of Burma has been 
limited and, in recent years largely confined to the Eastern Shan State. The most 
notable construction under way in that area was at Mong Yawng, a complex of several 
email markets or villages about 25 air -miles from the Chim /Burma border., New build- 


logs reportedly added to the military ar€;as during 1963 indicated that almost 3*000 
troops could be accommodated there. This would make Mong Yawng the second largest 
military establishment in the area in addition to Keng Tung. Other military installa- 
tions , possibly of a size to accommodate about 500 -600 troops , were constructed north 
Of Keng Tung at Mong Yang and Wan-ho-tao (near Mong Hpen) prior to 1962. Undoubtedly 

there are several other small installations south of Keng Tung located on or near the 

i 

main road and in the vicinity of airfields . / 

XI. Airfields 

There are only two locations where construction or improvement of airfields 
has been underway since 1952 in the Ch ina/Burma border area. The most significant 
of these is in Yunnan at Poi-t *un where an old World war II landing strip was 
reconstructed. Construction of this major airfield started about 1963 snd it is now 
completed except for support facilities. The runway has a concrete surface capable 


* For a list of coordinates, see Appendix B. 
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or supporting Jet-fighter aircraft. The other location where construction has been 
underway is in the Eastern Shan State in Burma. Here several old airstrips were 
being improved, a ll of whieh apparently are now operational. Airfields along the 
border in both Yunnan and Burma, however, have not changed substantially. In both 
areas rummy capacity is about equal, that is for light transport aircraft, but over- 
all support facilities in Tunnan are relatively more adequate. Airfields in both areas 
are located in close proximity to military installations and are serviced by the road 
system. 

Construction and development of major airfields is hampered in Yu nnan because 
of the generally unfavorable terrain. Airfields have to be located in valleys or on 
plateaus large enough to allow the construction of longer runways to offset the effects 
of altitude on aircraft performance. Level areas range from about 3 >000 feet to over 
6,000 feet above sea level. Although altitudes are generally lower in Burma, the plains 
areas are scattered and subject to excessive innun dat ions during the rainy season. 


A. Coanrunist China 

Host of the airfields in Yunnan were originally constructed during World 
War II by US and Chinese nationalist forces. It was not until the late 1950 *» that 
the Chinese Communists began to direct their efforts from the eastern and southeastern 
areas of the country to reactivating and Improving airfields in the southwestern border 
areas. There are only three airfields in western Yunnan other than the one at Pel-t *un 
within 100 air-miles of the border which are currently operational.* These are 

25X1 C 
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located at Pao-shan, Maag-ehlh and Ssu-mao, all with runway capabilities tor light 
transport aircraft • Both Pao-shan and Ma ng-ahih are rehabilitated World War XX air— 

V/ 

fields but the one at Ssu-mao is & sew field, probably constructed about 195 Addi- 
tional support facilities have been constructed at Ssu-mao since 1958 but there is no 
indication that it is being converted into major airfield nor are additional airfields 
being constructed in the border region of western Yunnan. 


B. Burma 

Airfields in Burma also were largely constructed initially during World 
War II. Of a total of six major airfields in Burma, three are located near the border 
in the northern part of the country at Bhamo, Namponmao and M&ritkyina (South). These 
fields all have runways longer than 6, 000 feet with asphalt treated surfaces and are 
considered potentially capable of supporting four-engine transports and Jet fighter 
aircraft. Other airfields in northern Burma are located at Lashio and Putao and both 
are considered capable of supporting light transport planes. The runway at Putao, 
however , probably is useable only in fair weather because it has a clay surface and is 

if I 

in only fair conditio n. J 

Although maintenance and repair has been carried out on some of the air- 
fields in northern Burma, reconstruction of old airstrips in the border area was most 
active in the Eastern Saan State during i 960 - 65 . In addition to Keng Tung, which is 
the largest most important, there are at least five other airfields, apparently all 
operational. These are located within a radius of about 75 air-miles of Keng Tung at 
mm Yawng, Hong Pa-liao, Mong Epayak, Hong Heat and Hwang Luk. Improvements, probably 
adding gravel to the surface and extending some of the runways, reportedly were carried 
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out at these airfields during 1963-6^. All of the runways in the Eastern Shan State 
have a capacity for light transport aircraft hut support facilities, with the exception 
of those at Keng Tung, are minimal/^ 

III. Roads* 

53ie Chinese Communists have constructed a fairly veil distributed system of 
min roads in western Yunmn with a network of feeder roads running to the border. 

J&st short of the border, however, most of these reads degenerate abruptly into trails 
which cross into Burma. Only two roads, the Burma Road and the K'un-lo Road, cross 
the border, and connect Yunnan with the main road system of Burma. The surface of the 
roads in the networks on both sides of the border is s imila r; a soil -aggregate sur- 
face (compacted gravel or crushed stone). Sections on most of the main roads near the 
border in Burma long ago had some bituminous treatment but many sections of these roads 
have since deteriorated. The road system in Yunnan is in better condition than the 
one in Burma because it has received more maintenance and long-term improvement . 

A. Communist China 

Through the western area of Yunnan there are three min access routes to 
the China/Burma border. To the north, the Burma Road links K'un-ming with Bhamo and 
Lashio via Wan-t 1 lag while in the south the K*un-lo Road links K'un-mlng with Xeng 
Tung via Ta-lo, The third min route, the Saa-ta Road, is centrally located between 
these two roads and extends toward the border opposite Kunlong in Burma but does not 

* For a detailed discussion of roads in Yunnan and Burma see CIA /RE BP 65 - 27 , 

Ccm&truction of Roads in the China -Southeast Asia Border Area Through 1964, April 

1965 , | 
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cross the border. Since 19 & 2 , there has been no major road construction in the bor- 
der area of Yunnan but the never-ending improvements and repairs to the road system 
continues. Included in this improvement -was the completion in January 1965 of the 
br idg e over the Mekong River about three miles northwest of Ch'e-li, on which con- 
struction had been resumed, in May 19^ after a lapse of two years. 

' Pfrp Chinese Communists have extended and improved the road network in 
Yunnan at a sustained pace since the early 1950’s. Roads are of major importance 
because they are the main means of transportation to idle China /Burma border. Shere 
Is a narrow-gauge railroad which runs toward the border from K'un-ming but it does 
not extend farther west than I-p’ing-lang.* A new spur line from this railroad, 
constructed before 1962, extends southwest from An-ning for a distance of about 25 
miles, neither line penetrates very deeply Into the western region of the province . 
logistical support from K’un-ming and central Yunnan to the border, therefore, depends 
primarily os the road network. 

B. Burma 

Ttere are two trunk routes in Burma that pass through the Kachin and Ehan 
border states and provide direct connections between the border areas and the central 
valley of Burma. One is a north-south road that extends north from Mandalay to Putao 

* The only railroad, that connects K’un-ming with the main rail network in China is 
another narrow-gauge line that runs from the border of Kwangsi Province in a 
V-shaped pattern through North Vietnam and up into Yunnan Province. For a dis- 
cussion of the railroads in southwestern China see CIA/HR ER 65-15, Railroad 
Construction in Communist China Since the Collapse of the "heap Forward ," June 
1965 , 

-9- 
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▼Sa Lashio, Bauno and Ifritkina. At Kong Yu, about midway between Saobio and Bhamo 
a secondary road, once a section of the old Burma Road, branches northeast to 
Kyu-hkok and, crossing the border to Wan-t’ing provides the link between the main road 
systems of Burma and Yunnan. The other trunk route to the border area extends from 
Mslktila in central Bursa eastward via Ta-kav through the Southern and Eastern Sian 
states to Keng Tung where it turns south and continues to Taehilek on the Burma/ 

<p..-n g rwq border. Only a seasonal road, the second link between the main road networks 
of Yunnan and Burma, presently exists from Bang Tung to the border where- the K'un-lo 
road in Yunnan terminates near Ta-lo. Other roads that bran ch eastward from this main 
/T h B, *V ,,l>fc road primarily service military installations and airfields located 
to the worth and south of Shag Tung. 

In addit ion to the main roads, a network of Interconnecting secondary roads 
run parallel to the border but in thearea west of the Salween River. Only a few roads 
branch fro® these secondary roads and, where they do exist, they support local traffic 
as far as the river. In the area between the Salween and China -Burma border most of 
the old roads have disappeared and only trails exist. 

During recent years Burma has made an effort to reconstruct and repair the 
read system in its northern and eastern border regions. Improvements were underway 
on the Mandalay -Putao route north of Myltkyina during 1962-64 and other existing roads 
la the Kinchin State were repaired, especially in the area east of Bhamo. In northern 
Shan State, the road extending east from the Mandalay-Putao route to Kunlong and roads 
in the vicinity of Kunlong undoubtedly were repaired to Insure transportation of const- 
ruction materials to the bridge site. Repeated reports of the destruction of bridges 




Approved For Relea 



25X1 


and road sections by insurgent forces as well as the usual damage from the rainy 
season in both the northern states, however, would indicate that many of the roads were 
frequently impassable because of the difficulties of keeping them repaired. Recon- 
struction and repair of roads in the Bistern Shan State apparently has met with more 


success. Altho ugh there is no evidence that any new roads were constructed or under- 
way in this border state, repairs on the Meiktila-Tachilek route and on roads branch- 
ing from it to Hong fbng, Hong Yuang and Mong Paliao reportedly were undertaken during 
1961-64. In addition, the old trail-road from Keng Tung to the border opposite Ta-lo 
in Yunnan, was improved but not surfaced, and should have been passable for vehicles 
by February 19^5 • 

late in 1963 Burma reached final agreement with Ccaaaunist China on the con- 
struction of two suspension bridges across the Salween River that were to be financed 
under the $84 million credit of January 1961. The first of these bridges is located 
in the northern Shan state at Kunlong, on one of the few branch roads extending east 
from the Mandalay -Futao road at a point about 32 miles north of Lashio. The other 
bridge is to be located at Bi-kav on the Meiktila-Tachilek road in the Eastern Shan 
State. Preliminary construction of the bridge at Kunlong started in May 1964, and, 
according to a press release (Rangoon) in June 19^5, is scheduled for completion by 
tibe end of October 1965* two months ahead of schedule. If the present construction rate 
Is raintained and no delay is encountered. It is possible that the bridge could be com- 
pleted during the last quarter of 1965- Apparently construction will not start on the 
Ta-kaw bridge until the one at Kunlong is completed since the Burmese press resorted 
in January 1965 also that construction of the Ta-kaw bridge is scheduled to be started 


in 1966-67. 
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AIOTBDIX B 

place mm LIST 

Coordinates 


An~nlng 

24 55H - 

102 


24 l6M - 

97 

Ch’e-U 

21 53i - 

100 

Chen-pien 

22 37$ - 

99 

Ch * eng -luag-chieh 

2k 43? - 

96 

Ho-vei 

24 428 - 

98 

Hsi-oeng 

22 431 - 

99 

Hwang Luk 

20 29 N - 

99 

I-p*ing-lang 

2 5 12N - 

101 

Xeng ~ma 

23 31 N - 

99 

Keng Tung 

21 17H - 

99 

Kunlong 

23 25B - 

96 

K’un-ming 

25 04h - 

102 

Kyu-hkok 

24 048 - 

98 

L&sbio 

22 568 - 

97 

Lin-ts’ang 

23 5^ - 

100 

Lu-hsi 

24 2TH - 

98 

Ifeng-shili* see Lu-hsi 



Meui-iaao-chieh 

22 okn - 

100 

Meiktila 

20 52 N - 

95 

Heng-hal 

21 58 ft - 

100 

Ifeng-bsl 

22 DON - 

100 

fiang~hun 

21 5 OH - 

100 

Mfeng-ting 

23 338 - 

99 

lieng-lien 

22 21H - 

99 

Mien-aing, see Lin~te , ang 



Mong Hxayak 

20 53H - 

99 

Hong Hpen 

22 01H - 

99 

Mong Hsat 

20 32 H - 

99 

Hong Pa-liao 

20 50H - 

100 

Mong Tang 

21 5OT - 

99 
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Place Berne List (continued) ut 

— "Hlosci iStf 

Else of 

WflTrtft Coordinates Installation 


Hong Yawng 

21 115 - 100 22E 


Hong Tut 

23 585 - 97 595 


HsriJgyina 

25 23» - 97 


Ifajapomnao 

25 215 - 97 l 8 E 


Ban-ehiao 

22 025 - 100 15E 

Regiment 

F&o~shan 

25 075 - 99 095 

Division 

Po-shang 

S3 455 - 100 02E 

Division 

pei-t*ua 

25 275 - 100 43E 


Putao 

2 ? 215 - 97 24E 


Shuang-chiaag 

22 205 - 99 50E 

Division 

Ssu-mao 

22 46B - 100 Q 5 B 

Division 

Yachilak 

20 275 - 99 535 


Ya-kaw 

21 131 - 98 425 


Ta-lo 

21 415 - 100 05E 


T’eng-ch’ung 

25 025 - 98 20E 

Division 

Wan-ho-tao 

22 025 - 99 34E 


Waa-t 1 lag 

24 055 - 98 q4e 


Yung-p 1 ing 

25 245 - 99 035 

Division 
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A ® , continued, insurgency in the Kachin and Shan states bordering on 

peninsula. Chinese conuio^ ' WO uld threaten the security 

cation and its valuable natur Tndia Military and transpor- 

“tiof ?a=n“fe“ 

aspects of Chinese Communist capabilities with r sp 
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CONSTRUCTION OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 

IN THE CHINA- BURMA BORDER AREA* 

1962 - MID -1965 


Summary and. Conclusions 


With the exception of the reconstruction and expansion of the airfield 
at Pei-t'un, located west of K'un-ming in Yunnan Province ( China) , there 
has been no significant military construction on either side of the China- 
Burma border since the beginning of 1962.** In western Yunnan, airfields, 
roads, and bridges have been improved or maintained, and a limited number 
of new storage and barracks facilities have been added to existing installa- 
tions. Even the construction of the large bridge over the Mekong River at 
Yun-ching-h ung (Ch’e-li), which was completed early in 19o5> did not appear 
to have high priority. In Burma, except for repair of roads and airfields, 
construction has been confined to the Eastern Shan State, an area adjacent 
to the China-Laos-Thailand borders, where there has been a limited attempt 
to improve airfields and roads and to enlarge bar racks /support areas. 

Prior to 1962, Communist China already had completed a relatively 
extensive complex of permanent military installations, storage facilities, 
and a road system in the border area of western Yunnan.*’** Construction 
in this area generally was intended for military use as there is no evi- 
dence of extensive industrial or mining development. The military in- 
stallations in western Yunnan were built during the first five-year plan 
(1953-5T) an d the largest of these were constructed at an estimated cost 
of nearly 62 million yuan, or about US $25 million. 7 This amount is 
equivalent to 11 percent of total capital investment (excluding investment 
by the central government) in Yunnan Province during the plan period. 

Since 1950, Burma has suffered from chronic insurgency that has seriously 
affected economic progress, political unity, military defense, and all other 
aspects of its national life. As a result, in the unstable Kachin^and. Shan 
border states construction of military installations, roads, and airfields 
and even the maintenance of existing facilities has been sparse. Since 
early 1962, Burma has attempted to increase its small military support 
establishment in the Eastern Shan State and to improve transport facilities 


* The estimates and conclusions in this publication represent the best 
judgment of this Office as of 1 September 19&5- 
** The term border area as used in this publication refers to a strip 
of territory about 150 nautical miles wide adjacent to the border both 
in Yunnan Province (China) and in Burma. 

*** See the map, Figure 10, inside back cover. 

t A nominal rate of exchange based on the gold content of the 
respective currencies is 2.46 yuan to US $1. This rate, however, does 
not reflect the dollar purchasing power of the yuan. 
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in the Kachin and Northern Shan States. Although there have been numerous 
reports that the Chinese Communists are involved in this construction 
effort, it is believed that the government of Burma is solely responsible 
and that Burmese army units, local people, and, probably, some Chinese 
refugees make up the labor force. Under the economic agreement of 1961, 
however, Chinese Communists are working in Burma, where they are partici- 
pating presently in the construction of a suspension bridge over the 
Salween River at Kunlong. 
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I. Military Installations 

Since the beginning of -I962 , construction of military installations 
in both Yunnan and Burma has consisted primarily of an expansion of 
existing facilities. Except for the construction of additional out- 
posts, usually consisting of small complexes of less than a dozen 
buildings, there is no indication that any new major installations 
have been constructed or are under- construction presently within the 
border area. 

A. Communist China 


Along the China-Burma border in western Yunnan, construction 
of additional facilities, mainly barracks /storage types of buildings, 
was under way during the period 1962 - mid-1965 at several military 
installations. In comparison with similar activity in Burma, construc- 
tion was more extensive, but in itself it has not added substantially 
to the military support potential already in existence. Construction 
of the military complex in western Yunnan was started about 1953 and- 
reached its present extent by 1957-58. New construction was concen- 
trated mostly along the Nan-ta and K'un-lo roads, while existing in- 
stallations, built during World War II along the Burma Road, were re- 
constructed and expanded. After 1957-58, limited construction continued 
at some of the larger installations, and small installations for border 
defense units were built. Because there is no evidence of extensive 
industrial or mining developments in western Yunnan, nearly all of the 
construction and improvement carried out during the past decade, in- 
cluding water conservation projects, must be assumed to have been 
intended for military use. The construction of 12 large-size instal- 
lations alone amounted to approximately 576,000 square meters' 

(6,200,000 square feet) at an estimated cost of nearly 62 million yuan 
(about $25 million).* 

Permanent military installations have been constructed at more 
than 45 locations within the western border area of Yunnan. With the 
exception of small border posts, most of these installations are con- 
centrated south of the 26th parallel. Of the total installations, 
about 27 percent are large size, 17 percent are medium size, and a 
minor 4 percent are apparently rest-refuel-supply stations where 
small units are deployed. The remaining 52 percent of the total num- 
ber of installations are small-size complexes and border posts 
scattered along and closest to the border.*-* All of these installa- 
tions are served by motorable roads or connected by trails to not 
too distant road terminals. 


* For a discussion of this cost estimate, see Appendix A. 

** For examples of the sizes of installations, see Figures 1 through k. 
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B. Burma 


Construction of military installations in the border area of 
Burma has been limited and in recent years largely confined to the 
Eastern Shan State. The most notable construction under way in that 
area was at Mong Yawng,* a complex of several small markets or 
villages about 20 nautical miles from the China-Burma border. New 
buildings reportedly added to the military areas during 1963 indi- 
cate that almost 3,000 troops could be accommodated there. This 
would make Mong Yawng the second largest military establishment in 
the area, after Keng Tung. Other military installations, possibly 
of a size to accommodate about 500 to 600 troops, were constructed 
north of Keng Tung at Mong Yang and Wan-ho-tao (near Mong Hpen) prior 
to 1962. Undoubtedly there are several other small installations 
south of Keng Tung located on or near the main road and in the 
vicinity of airfields . 

II. Airfields 


There are only two locations where construction or improvement of 
airfields has been under way since 1952 in the China-Burma border 
area. The most significant of these is in Yunnan at Pei-t'un where 
an old World War II landing strip was reconstructed. Construction of 
this major airfield started about 1963, and it is now completed ex- 
cept for support facilities. The runway has a concrete surface 
capable of supporting jet fighter aircraft. The other location where 
constriction has been under way is in the Eastern Shan State in 
Burma. Here several old airstrips were being improved, all of which 
apparently are now operational. Airfields along the border in both 
Yunnan and Burma, however, have not changed substantially. In both 
areas, runway capacity is about equal — that is, for light transport 
aircraft — but overall support facilities in Yunnan are relatively 
more adequate. Airfields in both areas are located in close proximity 
to military installations and are serviced by the road system. 

Construction and development of major airfields is hampered in 
Yunnan because of the generally unfavorable terrain. Airfields have 
to be located in valleys or on plateaus large enough to allow the 
construction of longer runways to offset the effects of altitude on 
aircraft performance. Level areas range from about 3,000 feet to 
more than 6,000 feet above sea level. Although altitudes are generally 
lower in Burma, the plans areas are scattered and subject to excessive 
inundations during the rainy season. 


* For a list of coordinates and the locations of selected installa- 
tions in western Yunnan, see Appendix B. 
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A. Communist China 


Most of the airfields in Yunnan were originally constructed 
during World War II by US and Chinese Nationalist forces. It was not 
until the late 1950's that the Chinese Communists began to direct 
their efforts from the eastern and southeastern areas of the country 
to reactivating and improving airfields in the southwestern border 
areas. Other than the one at Pei-t'un, there are only three air- 
fields in western Yunnan within 100 nautical miles of the border 
that are currently operational.* These are located at Pao-shan, 
Lu-hsi, and Ssu-mao, all with runway capabilities for light transport 
aircraft. Both Pao-shan and Lu-hsi are rehabilitated World War II 
airfields, but the one at Ssu-mao is a new field, probably constructed 
about 1958* Additional support facilities have been constructed at 
Ssu-mao since 1958 > hut there is no indication that it is being con- 
verted into a major airfield nor are additional airfields being con- 
structed in the border region of western Yunnan. 

B. Burma 


Airfields in Burma also were largely constructed initially 
during World War II. Of a total of six major airfields in Burma, 
three are located near the border in the northern part of the country 
at Bhamo, Namponmao, and Myitkyina (South). These fields all have 
- runways longer than 6,000 feet with asphalt-treated surfaces and are 

considered to be potentially capable of supporting four-engine 
transports and jet fighter aircraft. Other airfields in northern 
Burma are located at Lashio and Putao, and both are considered to 
be capable of supporting light transport planes. The runway at 
Putao, however, probably is usable only in fair weather because it 
has a clay surface and is in only fair condition. 

Although maintenance and repair has been carried out on some 
of the airfields in northern Burma, reconstruction of old airstrips 
in the border area was most active in the Eastern Shan State during 
1960-65. In addition to Keng Tung, which is the largest and most 
important, there are at least five other airfields, apparently all 
operational. These are located within a radius of about 60 nautical 
miles of Keng Tung at Mong Yawng, Mong Pa-liao, Mong Hpayak, Mong 
Hsat, and Hwang Luk. Improvements, probably adding gravel to the 
surface and extending some of the runways, reportedly were carried 
out at these airfields during 1963-64. All of the runways in the 
Eastern Shan State have a capacity for light transport aircraft, but 
support facilities, with the exception of those at Keng Tung, are 
minimal . 

25X1 C 
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III. Roads* 

The Chinese Communists have constructed a fairly well distributed 
system of main roads in western Yunnan with a network of feeder roads 
running to the border. Just short of the border, however, most of these 
roads degenerate abruptly into trails which cross into Burma. Only two 
roads, the Burma Road and the K'un-lo Road, cross the border and connect 
Yunnan with the main road system of Burma. The surface of the road in 
the networks on both sides of the border is similar: a soil-aggregate 
surface (compacted gravel or crushed stone). Sections on most of the 
main roads near the border in Burma .long ago had some bituminous treat- 
ment, but many sections of these roads have since deteriorated. The 
road system in Yunnan is in better condition than the one in Burma because 
it has received more maintenance and .long-term improvement. 

A. Communist China 


Through the western area of Yunnan there are three main access 
routes to the China-Burma border. To the north the Burma Road links 
K'un-ming with Bhamo and Lashio via Wan-t'ing, while in the south the 
K'un-lo Road links K'un-ming with Keng Tung via Ta-lo. The third main 
route, the Nan-ta Road, is centrally located between these two roads and 
extends toward the border opposite Kunlong in Burma but does not cross 
the border. Since the beginning of 19*52, there has been no major road 
construction in the border area of Yunnan, but the never-ending improve- 
ments and repairs to the road system continue. Included in this improve- 
ment was the completion in January 1965 of the bridge over the Mekong 
River a short distance northwest of Yun-ching-hung** (Ch’e-li), on which 
construction had been resumed in May 1964 after a lapse of two years. 

The Chinese Communists have extended and improved the road network 
in Yunnan at a sustained pace since 1950. Roads are of major importance 
because they are the main means of transportation to the China-Burma 
border. There is a narrow-gauge railroad which runs toward the border 
from K'un-ming, but it does not extend farther west than I-p' ing-lang.*** 

A new spur line from this railroad, constructed before 1962, extends 
southwest from An-ning for a distance of about 30 kilometers. Neither 
line penetrates very deeply into the western region of the province. 
Logistical support from K'un-ming and central Yunnan to the border, 
therefore, depends primarily on the road network. 

* For a detailed discussion of roads in Yunnan and Burma, see 
CIA/RR EP 65-27, Construction of Roads i n L jbha_Ch3uia-^ Asia Border 

Area Through 1964 , April 1965; 

** See Figure 9*. ... 

*** The only railroad that connects K'un-ming with the main rail network 
in China is another narrow-gauge line that runs from the border of Kwangsi 
Province in a V-shaped pattern through North Vietnam and up into Yunnan 
Province. For a discussion of the railroads in southwestern China, see 
CIA/RR ER 65-15, Railroad Construction in Commun int^China^Since the Collapse 
of the "Leap Forward , " June 1965, 
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B. Burma 

There are two trunk routes in Burma that pass through the Kachin 
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at a point a short distance north of .Lashio. The other bridge is to be 
located at Ta-kaw on the Meiktila-Tachilek road in the Eastern Shan State. 
Preliminary construction of the bridge at Kunlong started in May 1964; and 
according to a press release (Rangoon) in June 1965, is currently scheduled 
for completion by the end of October 1965. If the present construction rate 
is maintained and no delay is encountered; it is possible that the bridge 
could be completed during the last quarter of 1965. Apparently construction 
will not start on the Ta-katf bridge until the one at Kunlong is completed 
since the Burmese press reported in January 1965 also that construction 
of the Ta-kaw bridge is scheduled to be started in 1966-67. 
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APPENDIX B 


PLACE NAME LIST 


Size of 

Name Coordinates Installation 


An-ning 

2h 

55 

N 

102 

29 

E 


Bhamo 

2k 

1 6 

N 

97 

Ik 

E 


Ch' e-li, 








see Yung-ching-hung 







Large 

Chen-pien 

22 

37 

N 

99 

59 

E 

Ch' eng-lung-chieh 

2k 

45 

N 

98 

06 

E 

Medium 

Ho-vei 

2k 

k2 

N 

98 

49 

E 

Large 

Hsi-meng 

22 

45 

N 

99 

29 

E 

Medium 

Hwang Lull 

20 

29 

N 

99 

56 

E 


I-p' ing-lang 

25 

12 

N 

101 

48 

E 


Keng-ma 

23 

31 

N 

99 

24 

E 

Large 

Keng Tung 

21 

17 

N 

99 

36 

E 


Kunlong 

23 

25 

N 

98 

39 

E 


K 1 un-ming 

25 

ok 

N 

102 

4i 

E 


Kyu-hkok 

2k 

Ok 

N 

98 

o4 

E 


Lashio 

22 

56 

N 

97 

45 

E 


Lin-ts' ang 

23 

54 

N 

100 

02 

E 

Large 

Lu-hsi 

2k 

27 

N 

98 

36 

E 

Large 

Mang-shih, see Lu-hsi 





56 


Small 

Man -mao- chieh 

22 

o4 

N 

100 

E 

Meiktila 

20 

52 

N 

95 

52 

E 

Large 

Meng-hai 

21 

58 

N 

100 

28 

E 

Meng-hsi 

22 

00 

N 

100 

15 

E 

Small 

Meng-hun 

21 

50 

N 

100 

23 

E 

Medium 

Meng-ting 

Meng-lien 

23 

22 

33 

21 

N 

N 

99 

99 

05 

36 

E 

E 

Small 

Medium 

Mien-ning, 








see Lin-ts 'ang 





56 



Mong Hpayak 

20 

53 

N 

99 

E 


Mong Hpen 

22 

01 

N 

99 

36 

E 


Mong Hsat 

20 

32 

N 

99 

15 

E 


Mong Pa-liao 

20 

50 

N 

100 

22 

E 


Mong Yang 

21 

50 

N 

99 

4i 

E 


Mong Yawng 

21 

ll 

N 

100 

22 

E 


Mong Yu 

23 

58 

N 

97 

59 

E 


Myitkyina 

25 

23 

N 

97 

24 

E 
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Size of 

Name Coordinates Installation 


Namponmao 

25 

21 

N 

97 

18 

E 


Nan- chi ao 

22 

02 

N 

100 

15 

E 

Medium 

Pao-shan 

25 

07 

N 

99 

09 

E 

Large 

Po-shang 

23 

45 

N 

100 

02 

E 

Large 

Pei-t'un 

25 

27 

N 

100 

43 

E 


Putao 

27 

21 

N 

97 

24 

E 


Shuang-chiang 

22 

28 

N 

99 

50 

E 

Large 

Ssu-mao 

22 

46 

N 

100 

05 

E 

Large 

Tachilek 

20 

27 

N 

99 

53 

E 


Ta-kaw 

21 

13 

N 

98 

42 

E 


Ta-lo 

21 

4i 

N 

100 

05 

E 


T’ eng-ch 1 ung 

25 

02 

N 

98 

28 

E 

Large 

Wan-ho-tao 

22 

02 

N 

99 

3^ 

E 


Wan-t' ing 

24 

05 

N 

98 

04 

E 


Yun- ching-hung 

21 

59 

N 

100 

49 

E 

Medium 

Yung-p' ing 

25 

24 

N 

99 

03 

E 

Large 
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